Falls City Oregon City Council Meeting
Monday, April 11, 2022 at 6:00 pm

Meeting Location
320 N Main St • Falls City, OR 97344

How to Attend and/or Participate
1. In Person: 320 N Main St. Falls City, OR 97344
2. Call-in: 1-253-215-8782 Webinar ID: 878 7406 4319
You will be muted but may “raise your hand” to indicate you wish to comment.
3. Web Application: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87874064319
You will be muted but may “raise your hand” to indicate you wish to comment
during Public Comments.
4. Write-In: Using regular mail or email. a. info@fallscityoregon.gov; 299 Mill St. Falls
City, OR 97344

The City of Falls City does not discriminate in providing access to its programs, services,
and activities on the basis of race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, political
affiliation, sex, age, marital status, physical or mental disability, or any other
inappropriate reason prohibited by law or policy of the state or federal government.
Should a person need special accommodations or interpretation services, contact the
City at 503.787.3631 at least one working day prior to the need for services and every
reasonable effort to accommodate the need will be made.

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL
Mayor TJ Bailey, Council President Houghtaling, Councilor Martha Jirovec, Councilor Tony
Meier, Councilor Dennis Sickles, Councilor Lori Jean Sickles
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. ANNOUNCEMENTS, APPOINTMENTS, APPRECIATIONS, & PROCLAMATIONS
a. Appreciations
Attachments:
Anna Scharf Appreciation (Certificate_of_Appreciation_Anna_Scharf.pdf)
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4. PUBLIC COMMENTS & LETTER COMMUNICATIONS
In order to encourage an environment of openness, courtesy and respect for differing
points of view, please refrain from behavior that is disruptive to the meeting such as
making loud noises, clapping, shouting, booing, or any other activity that disrupts the
orderly conduct of the meeting. Abusive language will not be tolerated.

Please limit your commentary to 3 minutes or less.
5. PUBLIC HEARINGS
Public comment will be allowed in items appearing on the section of the agenda
following a brief staff report representing the item and action requested.
6. CONSENT AGENDA
a. March 14, 2022 Minutes
Attachments:
March 14, 2022 Minutes (2022.03.14_Council_Minutes.pdf)
b. Old Timer's Picnic Park Rental Application
Attachments:
Old Timers Picnic Application (Old_Timers_Picnic_Park_Rental_App.pdf)
c. Thorsted Park Rental Application
Attachments:
Thorsted Park Rental Application (Thorsted_Park_Rental_Application.pdf)
d. Business License - Kristi Amant
Attachments:
Business License (Kristi_Amant_Business_License.pdf)
7. REPORTS OR COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS
a. Mayor's Report
b. Councilor Comments
c. Park & Rec Committee Report
Attachments:
March 16, 2022 Minutes (Parks_and_Recreation_Committee_March_16th.p
df)
d. Public Works Committee Report
Attachments:
March 24, 2022 Minutes (Public_Works_UAB03-24-22_Minutes.pdf)
e. Historic Landmark Committee Report
8. REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER & STAFF
a. Falls City Fire Report
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Attachments:
March 2022 Call Record (FCFD_Call_records_4-2022.pdf)
b. Polk County Sheriff's Report
Attachments:
Polk County Call Record (FCFD_Call_records_4-2022.pdf)
Polk County Patrol Stats (Patrol_Stats_March_2022.pdf)
c. Falls City Public Works Report
Attachments:
Public Works Report (Public_Works_Report_for_March_2022.pdf)
d. City Manager's Report
Attachments:
City Manager's Report (2022.4.11_Monthly_Manager_s_Report.pdf)
Audit Report (Comm_of_Significant_Deficiency_or_Material.pdf)
9. GOOD OF THE ORDER
10. ADJOURN
Posted for Public at Frink's Hardware, City Hall Bulletin Board, Community Center, &
Falls City Website

Contact: Jeremy Teal, City Recorder (jteal@fallscityoregon.gov 503.787.3631) | Agenda published on
04/07/2022 at 1:08 PM
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Certificate of Appreciation
State Representative
Anna Scharf
With deep & sincere thanks for your invaluable contribution
in supporting Falls City’s efforts in funding
their new Wastewater Treatment Facility.
Given this 11th day of April, 2022
Mayor TJ Bailey

_________________________
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FALLS CITY CITY COUNCIL
MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2022
The Falls City City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 14, 2022 at 6:03 p.m. in the
Community Center located at 320 N. Main Street
Council Members Present:
Council President Amy Houghtailing, Councilor Martha Jirovec, Councilor Tony Meier, Councilor Dennis
Sickles, Councilor Lori Jean Sickles. Absent: Councilor Jennifer Drill
Staff Present:
City Manager AJ Foscoli, City Recorder Jeremy Teal

AGENDA

Announcements, Appointments, Appreciations &
Proclamations
Budget Officer Appointment
Public Comment
Public Hearing
Consent Agenda
a) February 14, 2022 Minutes
b) Street Closure

Reports or Comments from Mayor and Council
Members
a) Mayor’s Report

b) Councilor Comments

ACTION

Mr. Foscoli noted budget season was upon us and
asked the council to appoint him as budget officer.
It was moved by Councilor D Sickles to appoint Mr.
Foscoli as the budget officer. Duly seconded by
Councilor Meier and carried with a vote of 5-0.
There were none.
There were none.
Mr. Foscoli noted Falls City Thrives had asked to
close the street for the dance on May 21.
It was moved by Councilor Houghtaling to approve
the Consent Agenda as presented. The motion was
duly seconded by Councilor LJ Sickles and CARRIED
with a vote of 5-0 with Councilors Jirovec, Meier,
Sickles, Sickles, and Council President Houghtaling
voting YES.
Mayor Bailey stated the skate park meeting was a
huge success with over 25 people in attendance
with a lot of enthusiasm. He mentioned that on
April 6 at 6 pm the steering committee would be
meeting. He shared that Thrive would be a part of
the process and help with the 501c3 status. He
noted that he had spoken with the middle school
and elementary kids about the park and the
upcoming t-shirt design contest.
Councilor LJ Sickles stated the Easter egg hunt
would be in April.
Councilor Meier commented that Main Street
needed to show the speed limit ran by solar and
blink when over the limit. Councilor LJ Sickles
asked Mr. Foscoli to find the cost of solar speed
signs.
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Council President Houghtaling stated the Health
Fair would be on the 3rd Fridays in April, May, June.
Councilor Jirovec reminded everyone regarding
the smoke filtration grant worth 5 million and no
one has applied.
c) Parks & Rec Committee Report

Councilor LJ Sickles stated the committee would
meet on Wednesday, March 16.

d) Public Works Committee Report

Councilor Meier stated the committee discussed a
broken sewer line ordinance. He noted that none
of the ordinances say property owners were
responsible.

e) Historic Landmark Committee Report
Reports from City Manager & Staff
a) Falls City Fire Report

Committee has not met yet.
Chief Young stated that he, Mr. Foscoli and Mayor
Bailey met about the misunderstanding. He noted
that he certainly did not imply wrong doing, but
showing no control over his budget that was the
biggest thing to bring up. He declared that no one
has done anything wrong. He mentioned that he
met with Mr. Foscoli and Councilor Jirovec about
budgets and found money allocated in different
ways and had it all figured it out. He asked for
monthly or quarterly reports to keep him on track.
Mr. Foscoli thanked Chief Young for coming in and
being open and honest with the situation and the
reasoning behind it. He noted they looked at the
budget and how allocations can get convoluted.
He stated the staff turnover and the backtracking
for years can be challenging.
Mayor Bailey noted that he had encountered
citizen interested in joining the fire department.
Chief Young stated the contact him or John Gilbert,
or Jon Creekmore and to come to Wednesday
nights at 7 pm and see what the department does.

b) Polk County Sherriff Report
c) Falls City Public Works Report

There was none.
There were none.

d) City Manager

Mr. Foscoli introduced Russ Vandewettering, Falls
City’s new code enforcement officer starting in
April. He noted he was excited that neighboring
city was sharing code enforcement with Falls City.
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He stated Mr. Vandewettering would look at city
issues in the next few weeks and be community
minded for the first few months, then the
proactive approach.
Mr. Vandewettereing shared his background in law
enforcement over the years and his retirement on
October 1. He noted he was excited for the code
position in Dallas and happy to help a neighboring
community. He commented that he was an
upfront guy and liked working with people.
Council President Houghtaling mentioned that if
Mr. Vandewettering needed an inside scoop or
advice on approaching residents to email or call
the Councilors for help.
Mr. Foscoli presented his City Manager’s report
covering the wastewater project, TextMyGov, the
clinic HVAC and electrical, and CUSI the new utility
billing system.

Good of the Order
Adjourn

Mr. Foscoli reported that he had included the
check writing protocol in the packet and that no
one person could write a check without a counter
signer.
Mayor Bailey thanked the council and staff for
their diligent hard work in this community.
There being no further business the meeting was
adjourned at 6:52 p.m.

Read and approved this _____ day of _________________________ 2022.
Mayor:________________________________________
ATTEST:
City Recorder:_______________________________________
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Parks and Recreation Committee
Wednesday, March 16, 2022 at 6:00PM
Committee Members
Lori Jean Sickles-Dennis Sickles-Dani Haviland-TJ Bailey-Laura Britton-Georgia Griffith-Laura Evans

Agenda
1. Call to Order (Committee Chair D. Haviland called meeting to order at 6:08)
In attendance: Dani Haviland, Laura Evans, TJ Bailey, Dennis Sickles, Lori Sickles, Laura
Britton Absent- Georgia Griffith

2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Motion to Adopt the Entire Agenda
D. Sickles moved to approve the minutes, L. Sickles second. No discussion. Minutes approved
unanimously.
4. Consent Agenda - Motion Action Approving Consent Agenda Items
• Attachments: October Minutes (2021.10.20_P_R_Minutes_Final.pdf)
• November Minutes (2021.11.17_Meeting_Minutes_Final.pdf)
Motion by L. Sickles to approve consent agenda. D. Sickles seconded the motion. No
discussion. Motion approved unanimously.
5. Public Comments
Citizens may address the Committee or introduce items for Committee consideration on any
matter. The Committee may not be able to provide an immediate answer or response but may
direct staff to follow up on any questions raised. Out of respect to the Committee and others in
attendance, please limit your comment to five (5) minutes. Please state your name and city of
residence for the record.
6. Old Business
a. Skate Park Discussion
TJ Bailey discussed the progress on the skatepark. On March 9th a community meeting was
held at the community center to discuss the development of the skate park. Over 25 people
attended. The purpose of the meeting was to gain community awareness and involvement in the
skatepark. Community members had an opportunity to sign up for one of the sub-committees
including the steering committee, fundraising committee, volunteer committee and
communication/marketing committee. A brief overview of the project and goals was discussed,
advances and accomplishments thus far, special recognition and thanks to The Boondocks for
organizing can and bottle drives, special thanks to Amy Houghtaling for organizing and
scheduling bottle drops, and there were many opportunities for questions and answers from the
community.
Page 14

The next skatepark meeting will be held April 6th at 6PM. This will occur again at the community
center.
7. New Business
a. Street Beautification

•

Laura Britton would like to see, coming into town, flowers including bump outs. Petunias
is the flower of choice. All bump outs could have flowers or if you have, a bump out near
you could adopt a bump out to take care of them. Residents could volunteer to water the
flowers.

•

Laura Britton stated it could be a small portion of the bump out. The size of the lot could
be two by two.

•

Fundraiser, May 15th for Thrives. These will be flowers to beautify the old clinic. There
could be left over flowers from the fundraiser.

•

Laura would like to have the flowers and the bump outs be unified. Discussion was a
purple color.

•

The key is to have the flowers all one color and make the town look beautiful and
consistent along Main Street.

•

D. Haviland will check to see if Thrives has money to help purchase flowers.

•

TJ will check about funds that the Parks Committee has on hand.

b. Easter Egg Hunt
• Baskets will be put together Friday 15th
• 11AM Easter Egg Hunt 16th
• Meet up at 9AM to spread eggs, tape up the facility, and organize the sections.
• Banner will be set up the weekend before the event.
8. Correspondence, Comments and Ex-Officio Reports
• No correspondence, comments and Ex-Officio Reports
9. Committee Announcements
• D. Haviland took pieces of the fig tree that was taken out from the old clinic and will be
for sale through Thrives.
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•

Skatepark link will be added to D. Haviland’s fundraising link through Thrives.

10. Adjourn (6:36)

•

Lori Sickles motioned to adjourn the meeting, TJ Bailey seconded. No discussion.
Meeting adjourned.
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City of Falls City
Public Works Committee Meeting
Thursday March 24, 2022 6:00PM
Meeting Location: 320 N. Main Street
Committee Members Present
Tony Meier, Cliff Lauder, Tracy Young, Guy Mack
1) Call to Order
Vice Chair Meier called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM, took roll call.
2) Pledge of Allegiance
Vice Chair Meier led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance.
3) Motion to Adopt the entire Agenda
Member Mack moved and member Lauder seconded: that we adopt the entire Agenda.
Motion carried 4-0-0 Ayes. Tracy Young, Cliff Lauder, Tony Meier, Guy Mack.
4) Consent Agenda: Motion Action Approving Consent Agenda Items
Member Meier moved and member Young seconded: that we approve Consent Agenda
Item, PWC Minutes February 24, 2021. Motion carried 4-0-0 Ayes. Cliff Lauder, Tracy Young,
Tony Meier, Guy Mack.
5) Public Comment
6) New Business
A. Meter Replacement
PWC wanted to know if the Replacement program has been implemented and if so, how
many meters have been replaced in 2020 and 2021?
7) Old Business
8) Correspondence, Comments and Ex-Officio Report
Vice Chair Meier informed Committee that he had mentioned to the City Council the possibility
of placing and electronic Speed Reader Board near the top of the small hill coming into Falls City
to help alert drivers to their actual speed and to slow down.
Vice Chair Meier also informed Committee that the new Code Enforcement Officer would start
in the second week of April 2022. It was the consensus of the Committee: That the Officer take
an active start with chronic offenders who have not complied with previous citations or
notices.
Member Young suggested that City Council, Staff or a Special Committee should study
current City Ordinances for revisions and updating of text.
9) Committee Announcements
Next meeting to be held Thursday April 28, 2022 at 6:00 pm, at the Community Center.
10) Adjourn
Member Mack moved and member Lauder seconded: we adjourn. Motion carried 4-0-0 Ayes.
Tony Meier, Cliff Lauder, Tracy Young, Guy Mack Meeting adjourned at 6:35
____________________________ Public Works Committee Chair McConnell

Attested: _______________________ Public Works Committee Member
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Report of Fire Dept Calls for February 2022
For Council Packet, April 11th, 2022

Falls City Fire Dept.

Yrly
Totals
to Date

Medic Calls

Structure
Fires

Chimney
Fires

Grass
Fires

Burn Co

Public
Assist

MVA

SW Calls

Totals

12

1

0

0

0

0

1

0

14

35

1

1

0

3

2

4

3 MVA
1 Burn
Comp

46

we assisted
to

Greetings all.
This Spring is our EMR Renewals. I always apply for a fee waiver which saves the City/Tax prayers
about $450. Per renewal �. This is a special the State offers to certain rural, volunteers that fit a very
specialized criteria . I have been successful with this waiver for 20 years, saving us over
$8,000.00 ! Well worth the time and efforts of about three days of work.
Sincerely,
The Volunteers of Falls City Fire and EMS
Submitted by
Sharon Volk Greve,
Assistant Chief
Cell (503) 871-5140
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Report of Fire Dept Calls for February 2022
For Council Packet, April 11th, 2022
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Total Calls Generated
Total Arrests
911 Calls

Patrol Stats

March 2022

1755 Traffic Crashes

48 Traffic Stops/Citations Issued
623 Reports Generated

18
413/141
182
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City of Falls City

299 Mill St  Falls City, Oregon  97344
Ph. (503) 787-3631  www.fallscityoregon.gov

Public Works Report
March of 2022

Administration
Kody Grahams last day was the 25th of February. Brian Iotts first day was the 28th of
February.
Water Division
On the 17th we fixed a service leak at 259 6th street. on the 25th we installed a water
service at 260 Lombard Street.
Sewer Division
Normal operations.
Streets Division
Normal operations.
Parks & Cemeteries Division
The park host moved out of state in an effort to keep the park clean and safe we are
locking it at night until a new park host is found.
Non-Sewer Wastewater Division (TMDL)
Normal operations.
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City of Falls City

299 Mill Street
Falls City, OR 97344
Ph 503.787.3631

City Manager’s Report April 11, 2022
Introduction
As Daylight Saving Time has made its annual return (possibly for the last time), the days are
getting longer and the weather seems to be slowly improving. This is a blessing and a curse
since though sunny days are nice for most activities, less and less precipitation means that our
watershed has the potential for producing less water that the community relies on. During my
tenure here, we’ve not had serious concerns during our annual shift from Glaze Creek to Teal
Creek, nonetheless the city is susceptible to dry spells that could affect our water production.
Fortunately, we have an extremely capable Public Works Superintendent who diligently
monitors the situation to ensure that water service is constant and reliable. In the meantime,
we’re also looking to the future by submitting status reports to federal & state agencies that
describe our infrastructure and the costs of upgrading these systems (specifically Water), so
that when funding becomes available, we will be in the cue for financial assistance for upgrades
we decide to undertake.
Wastewater Project – I have been continuing to attend the regular meetings with the multiorganizational team putting together the ultimate application for financing through USDA-RD.
We are continuing to forward with the Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) and its various
components. We are currently going through the process for the 401 Water Quality
Certification to DEQ. As this process involves cross-jurisdictional determinations, DEQ is
confirming with the Department of State lands around potential mitigation requirements. Once
this is complete, we will have navigated one of the biggest hurdles in this project.
In a related note, I am continuing to engage the Polk County Board of Commissioners regarding
our formal request for ARPA funding assistance for the wastewater treatment facility project. In
light of the $2.5 million in infrastructure funding support we’ve been earmarked thanks to our
State Representative Anna Scharf, we will need to confer with the PCBOC regarding the
timeline of their potential financial assistance to the project.
Luckiamute Clinic Business Space – I am very happy to report that the heating and electrical
issues at this building are finally behind us! City Hall worked on getting the proper power to the
building with Northside Electric, and Custom Comfort Heating & Air to install a heat pump and
room units. The system is working as intended, which has led one of our former tenants to be
able to resume her operation. City Hall is still working with Falls City Thrives on their application
to Polk County for their Economic Development Grant to offset the full cost of the HVAC
project, thus having no fiscal impact to the city.
Note: If you have questions/concerns, please respond to me individually by email, phone, or in person. This way we avoid violating
any public meetings laws with a “reply all” response, or multiple councilors discussing on the same thread.
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Code Enforcement & Municipal Court – Our new Code Enforcement Officer Russ
Vandewettering has had a chance to familiarize himself with the community and has started
reaching out to some of the properties in town with high-priority health and safety issues. Since
he will be able to allocate 10 hours per week to Falls City in addition to his duties in Dallas, we
have decided to take a progressive approach to communicate, educate and then mitigate noncompliance issues in the city. Since there are several instances to deal with, we will focus on the
most visible and impactful non-compliance instances on Main Street, and then work our way
outward. We will make sure to appraise the council of the work being done on a monthly basis
to show the progress. Russ will have floating office hours at City Hall, but primarily on Mon-Tue,
so if there are any questions or comments that you would like to direct at him, please reach out
by email at Russ Vandewettering rvand@fallscityoregon.gov.
Towing Services – Thanks to an introduction by Officer Vandewettering, the city has reached
out to TRS towing to discuss the possibility of a service contract. The reason for contacting
them is specific to their expertise in dealing with RV and boats, in addition to non-operating
passenger vehicles. We will be working with vehicle owners in the next 2-3 months to make
sure we get compliance in removing illegally parked vehicles before towing.
Emergency Escape Routes out of Falls City – No update this month.
TextMyGov Implementation – City staff has worked with TextMyGov to get the flyers and
widgets embedded in our website to help people navigate how to use the texting download of
FAQs, documents and event schedules. We are now live and encourage folks to sign up for
updates.
CUSI Billing Software Implementation – City staff has been working with CUSI to get the
updated software integrated with our website, as well as get the training needed to help
customers use all of the new features available to them. The tentative schedule is to have the
system upgraded by the next billing cycle.
Air Filtration Grant – City has contacted Oregon Buys in order to create a profile account to
apply for this grant opportunity.
Audit – City staff has been working with Grove, Mueller & Swank P.C. to get FY 2020-21 fiscal
audit completed. This process took longer than anticipated since the information within it
spanned staff turnover of the former city manager and city clerk. Attached is a letter
highlighting the results of the audit review.
Sincerely,

Note: If you have questions/concerns, please respond to me individually by email, phone, or in person. This way we avoid violating
any public meetings laws with a “reply all” response, or multiple councilors discussing on the same thread.
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March 31, 2022
Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
City of Falls City
299 Mill Street
Falls City, Oregon 97344
In planning and performing our audit of the basic financial statements of the City of Falls City (the “City”) as of
and for the year ended June 30, 2021, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States
of America, we considered the City’s internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for
designing audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on
the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the City’s internal
control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the City’s internal control over financial
reporting.
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the preceding paragraph and was not
designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be significant deficiencies or material weaknesses
and therefore, significant deficiencies or material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. However, as
discussed below, we identified a certain deficiency in internal control that we consider to be a significant
deficiency.
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or
employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct
misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies in internal
control over financial reporting, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the City’s
financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A reasonable possibility
exists when the likelihood of an event occurring is either reasonably possible or probable as defined as follows:



Reasonably possible. The chance of the future event or events occurring is more than remote but less than
likely.
Probable. The future event or events are likely to occur.

A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over financial reporting
that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with
governance. We consider the following deficiency in the City’s internal control to be a significant deficiency:
Noncompliance with Oregon Minimum Standards
During our audit, we noted several instances of Oregon Minimum Standard budget violations. These are repeat
findings from prior years. Based upon our review, the City was not in compliance with the following provisions of
the Minimum Standards for Audits of Oregon Municipal Corporations:


Expenditures in excess of Council approved appropriations in various funds.



Ending deficit fund balances in various funds.
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Noncompliance with public contracts and purchasing.



Various noncompliance in Oregon local budget law related to the FY22 adopted budget.

This communication is intended solely for the information and use of management, City Council, others within the
organization, and the State of Oregon and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these
specified parties.
Very truly yours,

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
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