FALLS CITY CITY COUNCIL

MONDAY, MAY 5, 2025

Mayor Bailey called the Falls City City Council inta regular session on Mbnffay, May 5, 2025 at 6:01
p.m. in the Community Center located at 320 N. Main Street.

Council Members Present:

Council President Amy Houghtaling, Councilor Nick Backus, Councilor Tony Meier, Councilor Tia

Scruton, Councilor Dennis Sickles, and Councilor Lori Jean Sickles arrived at 6:30 pm.

Staff Present:

City Manager AJ Foscoli and City Recorder Jeremy Teal

AGENDA

ACTION

Announcements, Appointments, Appreciations
& Proclamations

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey thanked Greg Oldham and Jackson
Holstad for helping with the mental health flags.

Mayor Bailey opened the public comments at
6:03 p.m.

Jim Miner asked if the house on Ellis Street was
done. Mayor Bailey stated the city was still
working on it.

Mr. Miner stated the new stop signs were not
liked by the truckers. Mayor Bailey noted they
were not permanent and would be reevaluated
in a year.

David Drake asked if the property on Ellis Street
could be condemned. He noted it was getting
worse with more trailers and trash.

Mr. Drake asked if the sidewalk project was
moving forward because there was no way ADA
would be met with the grade of the road on 5%
Street. He stated the regulation was 5 feet drop
over 100 ft distance. He mentioned losing the
money was better than a lawsuit.

Tina Thompson asked if the bump in the pond
was fixed. Mr. Foscoli stated that vents had been
installed to alleviate the issue.

Tracy Young stated 5™ Street was a lot like

| Boundary Street. Mr. Foscoli noted that shorter
| distance was harder but the engineers have it

| figured out.

Mayor Bailey closed the public comments at 6:12
p.m.




Consent Agenda
a) April 7, 2025 Minutes

It was moved by Councilor Backus to approve the
Consent Agenda as presented. The motion was
duly seconded by Councilor Meier and CARRIED
with a vote of 5-0 with Councilors Backus, Meier,
Scruton, D Sickles, and Council President
Houghtaling voting YES.

Reports or Comments from Mayor and Council
Members
a) Mayor's Report

b) Councilor Comments

c) Park & Rec Report

Mayor Bailey reported that on April 16" he,
Council President Houghtaling and Mr. Foscoli
visited the state capital to testify to request
funding for the Dayton Street bridge. He noted
on May 9" they would all speak to the house
again. He mentioned that Coffee with the Mayor
was May 3 and there was an upcoming meeting
in Independence September 18-21% regarding
the Wall That Heals, a Vietham memaorial wall
that travels around the country. He noted that
Joe Schmuker was lining up transportation for
people to visit when it comes to Polk County this
fall. He advised that upgrading the community
center kitchen would be beneficial during
catastrophes that could hit town.

Ms. Young asked if the fire dept generator could
power the community center. Mayor Bailey
stated he was unsure but would find out.

Mayor Bailey noted he would start the process
paperwork for a neighborhood watch program.

Council President Houghtaling announced the
Falls City Happy Dance was Saturday May 17
from 4-7 in the Resource Center parking lot. She
noted there would be free dinner and free
activities for the kids with dancing, games, and
food. She advised that the Happy Dance was
started by four high-schoolers.

She noted the kitchen project was being looked
at by Martha Jirovec with a grant for the kitchen.

Councilor D Sickles noted the academic awards
night was May 15 at 6 pm in the high school gym.

Councilor D Sickles stated the easter egg hunt
went well with a lot of happy kids and lots of
eggs. He noted that people from all over come to




d} Historic Landmark Report

take advantage and stated it's the best egg hunt
around.

Council President Houghtaling reported the
project was moving along and meeting every
month for progress reports and should finish
within the deadline.

Reports from City Manager & Staff

a) Sherriff Report

b) Falls City Code Enforcement Report
c} Falls City Public Works Report

d} City Manager’s Report

Council President Houghtaling thanked Deputy
Silverman for visiting the school and showing the
kids his car and had fun with the kids. She noted
that Sammy the Sasquatch would be here in
September, which always helps the kids
appreciate that approach to lockdowns.

There were no comments
There were no comments.

Mr. Foscoli reported on the wastewater
treatment plant, code enforcement, upper park
trees, goal setting session, and the resource
center.

He noted that Chief Gilbert was working on a
household garbage burning ordinance. He stated
the next Town hall would be Monday, July 21 but
had no topic yet.

Resolutions
Res 04-2025 — Waterline Project Bid Award

Mr. Foscoli reported that all the pipes were
variable types of pipes in the ground and dealing
with breaks is a problem. He noted the grant for
infrastructure to do project was ¥ loan and %
grant and thew bids came in significantly lower
than expected.

Mayor Bailey asked when the project would
start. Mr. Foscoli noted June to September.

Mayor Bailey asked about the impact to the
community with water shutoffs. Mr. Foscoli
stated all the lines would go in and then the
switch would happen. He noted the impact

would be minimal.

Councilor D Sickles asked about the matching
cost. Mr. Foscoli noted 45% loan and grant 55%.
Councilor D Sickles asked if there were other
legitimate ways to use the funds. Mr. Foscoli




stated that was a potential yes. He noted the
bridge could be a possibility, but he would have
to ask for permission to change the scope.

Mr. McConnell asked if Mr. Foscoli had done any
number crunching. Mr. Foscoli stated the
increase would not be more than $3.

Councilor D Sickles asked if the utility reserve
fund could be used. Mr. Foscoli stated that when
the $400,000 was gone, it was gone.

Mr. Drake asked if everyone would be paying the
$8. Mr. Foscoli stated that all 458 water accounts
would be paying.

It was moved by Council President Houghtaling
to approve Resolution 04-2025. The motion was
duly seconded by Councilor D Sickles and
CARRIED with a ROLL CALL vote of 6-0 with
Councilors Backus, Meier, Scruton, D Sickles, LJ
Sickles and Council President Houghtaling voting
YES.

Ordinances
Ord 570-2025 - FEMA Code Changes

Mr. Foscoli stated the contract planner
presented this information twice in council for
FEMA code changes regarding development in
the flood zone, since several properties along the
river would be affected by the new code
changes.

It was moved by Council President Houghtaling
to have the Mayor read the draft Ordinance No.
570-2025 by title only. The motion was duly
seconded by Councilor LJ Sickles and CARRIED
with a ROLL CALL vote of 6-0 with Councilors
Backus, Meier, Scruton, D Sickles, U Sickles and
Council President Houghtaling voting YES.

It was moved by Council President Houghtaling
to waive the second reading of the draft
Ordinance and approve adoption of Ordinance
No. 570-2025 as read. The motion was duly
seconded by Councilor LI Sickles and CARRIED
with a ROLL CALL vote of 6-0 with Councilors
Backus, Meier, Scruton, D Sickles, L) Sickles and
Council President Houghtaling voting YES




Good of the Order

Councilor D Sickles stated the 4-way stop signs
had a public hearing and went through the Public
Works committee and then to Council for
approval. He noted that comments and public
testimony were heard regarding a problem and
the City listened. He stated the Council did their
due diligence and due process to get these items
in place and were good about letting the
community give testimony.

Council President Houghtaling asked Deputy
Silverman if he had heard any feedback from the
logging companies about the stop signs. Deputy
Silverman noted there was no feedback.

Councilor U Sickles thanked everyane for easter
egg hunt.

Mr. Foscoli reported the LOC presented the Falls
City Resource Center project the Award of
Excellence for the small cities category.

Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 6:52 p.m.

Read and approved this Q day of J UNne

2025.
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