FALLS CITY CITY COUNCIL

MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2025

Council President Houghtaling called the Falls City City Council into regular session on
Monday, March 3, 2025 at 6:01 p.m. in the Community Center located at 320 N. Main Street.

Council Members Present:

Council President Amy Houghtaling, Councilor Nick Backus, Councilor Tony Meler, Councilor Tia
Scruton, Councilor Dennis Sickles and Councilor Lori Jean Sickles.

Staff Present:

City Manager AJ Foscoli and City Recorder Jeremy Teal

AGENDA

ACTION

Announcements, Appointments, Appreciations
& Proclamations

There were none.

Chemeketa Bond Presentation

Jessica Howard with Chemeketa advised the
bond measure on the ballot in May would be the
same as the November one that was
unsuccessful. She stated in 2008, Chemeketa
service district passed a bond on that ballot that
allowed for facilities and infrastructure upgrades
and training tens of thousands of students
throughout the district. She noted that under the
2008 levy with the current renewal bond would
be up to 21 years of assurance for students in the
future. She stated the rerunning of the ballot
measure in spring and hoped it would pass. She
mentioned the survey they did after the loss
showed that 40% thought it was a new tax and
didn't realize it was a renewal and 20% didn’t
know what the bond was for. She noted that she
was grateful for the community’s support. She
mentioned that every area of the workforce has
changed, and this bond would be their way to
keep up with the trends.

Don Schecker asked when the bond expired.

Ms. Howard stated in 2026. Mr. Schecker asked if
21 years was sufficient. Ms. Howard noted that
was the maximum years for a bond. Mr. Schecker
stated in previous ballots the message was
unclear and most thought it was a new tax. Ms.
Howard stated there were strict guidelines on
usage of certain words and any narrative must be
infermational only. She noted this was a renewal
bond and would never go higher.




Public Comment

Council President Houghtaling opened the public
comments at 6:18 p.m.

Jim Miner stated the plates at high school
needed to go and there were still motorhomes
on Church Street. Mr. Foscoli noted the plates at
the high school were not part of the city project
and would be handled by the school district. He
noted the RV owners had been talked with and
he had spoken to the Sheriff as well. He noted he
was hopeful they would be cleared out this
week.

Council President Houghtaling asked how many
hours had been put in Church Street.
Mr. Foscoli noted 10-15 hours in the last month.

Don Schecker stated he owned property, and
squatters were a huge issue. He noted that No
Trespassing signs were very important on your
land.

Tracy Young stated there were some issues with
the audit and asked for an explanation.

Mr. Foscoli noted he had made a mistake with
the supplemental and on paper the budgets
looked short, but they are all correct. He noted
he had consulted with the LOC regarding some
training for budgeting. Council President
Houghtaling stated a supplemental was for
adding to one and to take from another.

Tina Thompson asked what fund did the
supplemental come from. Mr. Foscoli noted that
all of the funds could have a supplemental.
Council President Houghtaling stated the city
needed to do X and did Y hefore X.

David Drake stated the upper park was unsafe
with all the downed limbs and asked why it
wasn’t closed. Mr. Foscoli stated the City had a
worker out sick and noted the City would get to
work on the park.

Mr. Drake asked about the 5 trees marked for
removal and if they would be replaced. Mr.
Foscoli state there were 5 trees marked for
removal although the forestry wanted to have




another loock to confirm. He mentioned the trees
would absolutely be replaced.

Mr. Drake stated it had been a year since David
was killed and nothing was being done.

Deputy Silverman stated the investigation was
ongoing. Mr. Drake stated the community
needed answers.

Tina Thompson stated the truck and trailer were
still on Main Street and taking up a 30 ft space.
She asked if the curbs and the crosswalks could
be painted.

Council President Houghtaling closed the public
comments at 6:33 p.m.

Public Hearing
LA 2025-01: FEMA Flood Plain Code Revision

Staff Report

Counciior Comments

Public Comment

Council President Houghtaling opened the public
hearing at 6:35 pm

Councilor U Sickles declared a potential conflict
of interest with the proceedings due to owning
property in the flood hazard area.

Scott Whyte gave a brief staff report regarding
the FEMA flood plain code revision. He noted
that Falls City was a participant in the flood
hazard area to incorporate FEMA's current
changes to the endangered species act. He
mentioned the Council would need to continue
the public hearing on April 7 at the next Council
meeting. He stated he would be available in
person on April 7 for any clarification.

There were no comments

Don Schecker asked for clarification on the
riparian zone and if the flood plain maps would
change. Mr. Whyte stated the maps would not
change and the riparian zone was not in addition
to flood hazard area. He clarified that what FEMA
had prepared wasn’t clear, but it doesn’t extend
beyond the flood hazard area.

Mr. Schecker asked what the endangered species
were identified in the area. Mr. Whyte stated it
was the Coho salmon and the Steelhead. He
noted this was a concern from some




Council Deliberation

communities, but this was all for creating habitat
for the fish.

Mr. Schecker asked who would enforce this
change locally in Falls City. Mr. Whyte stated that
it was up to local jurisdiction to administer and
enforce. He noted there was currently a flood
plain development permit for any development
proposed. He noted the city would review the
permit to meet standards.

Mr. Schecker asked how close to flood plain
someone could build without a permit.
Mr. Whyte stated right up to the edge.

Dawn Taylor asked if there was any change to
the County’s flood plain maps. Mr. Whyte noted
there would be no changes to maps. He stated
this was a change in regulations, not maps and it
was more about disturbing habitat for the fish.

Council President Houghtaling closed the public
hearing at 6:51 pm

There was no deliberation.

| was moved by Councilor D Sickles to continue
the public hearing on April 7 at 6 pm. The motion
was duly seconded by Councilor Meier and
carried with a vote of 6-0 with Councilors Backus,
Meier, Scruton, D Sickles, L) Sickles and Council
President Houghtaling voting YES.

Consent Agenda
a) February 3, 2025 Minutes

It was moved by Councilor Backus approved the
Consent Agenda as presented. The motion was
duly seconded by Councilor D Sickles and
CARRIED with a vote of 6-0 with Councilors
Backus, Meier, Scruton, D Sickles, LJ Sickles and
Council President Houghtaling voting YES.

Reports or Comments from Mayor and Council
Members
a) Mayor’'s Report

b) Councilor Comments

¢} Historic Landmark Report

Council President Houghtaling noted Mayor
Bailey absence was due to a meeting for Central
school this evening.

There were none.

Council President Houghtaling stated they were
still looking for people to be interviewed. She




noted to please let her know so she can get you
on the schedule on Thursdays between 2:30 and
3:20 pm.

Reports from City Manager & Staff

a} City Manager’s Report

b) 2023-2024 Audit

¢) Republic Services RMA Funding

Mr. Foscoli reported on the wastewater
treatment plant, the Community Resource
Center hosted 179 people in February, code
enforcement, oversized vehicle parking ban,
abandoned property rules, the upper park trees,
and the next Town Hall would be April 21. He
noted the Council needed to set a date for the
goal setting in March.

Mr. Foscoli noted the audit questions were
answered during public comments. He noted the
mistake was his with the supplemental and he
had three trainings already scheduled to help
with the city finances.

It was moved by Councilor D Sickles to approve
the 2023-2024 audit. The motion was duly
seconded by Councilor Backus and CARRIED with
a vote of 6-0 with Councilors Backus, Meier,
Scruton, D Sickles, LJ Sickles and Council
President Houghtaling voting YES.

Mr. Foscoli advised that the Republic Services
presentation regarding the RMA act by DEQ was
given to all municipalities for recycling. He noted
the Council needed to decide whether the city
would want to fulfill DEQ requirements on its
own or to have Republic Services do it. He stated
he was asking for Republic Services to comply
with DEQ on the city's behalf and receive the
$3000.

Council President Houghtaling asked how
Councilor U Sickles got picked. Mr. Foscoli noted
he had sent a survey to the council regarding
recycling, and they chose Councilor L Sickles.

It was moved by Councilor Backus to authorize
Republic Services to receive funding for
implementation of the RMA on Falls City's behalf.
The motion was duly seconded by Councilor
Meier and CARRIED with a vote of 6-0 with
Councilors Backus, Meier, Scruton, D Sickles, U




Sickles and Council President Houghtaling voting
YES.

Resolutions
a) Res 03-2025: Oversized Vehicle Penalty

Mr. Foscoli reported the Council asked for a
penalty fee for the oversized vehicle parking. He
noted the penalty would be daily and towing
would be on the vehicle owner.

Councilor Meier asked if the Wright tree cutting
truck on Main Street would fall into that
ordinance. Mr. Foscoli stated that if the vehicle
was over 23 ft long or 7 ft wide it absolutely
would.

It was moved by Councilor D Sickles to approve
Resclution 02-2025. The motion was duly
seconded by Councilor L) Sickles and CARRIED
with a vote of 6-0 with Councilors Backus, Meier,
Scruton, D Sickles, LJ Sickles and Council
President Houghtaling voting YES.

Good of the Order

Councilor L Sickles noted the Easter egg hunt
would be on April 19 at 9 am in the upper park.
She stated the baskets would be put together at
noon on April 18 at Boondocks.

Councilor Scruton stated there would be 8ingo
and Potato Feed on Friday, April 4 at 6 at the
community center,

Laura Coe asked what the event was for.
Council President Houghtaling advised it was for
the school connection committee.

Mr. Foscoli asked about setting a date for goal
setting. Council President Houghtaling stated the
15" or 22™. Councilor D Sickles suggested the
15 at 9 am. Councilor Scruton stated that was
her daughter’s birthday party. Council President
Houghtaling suggested the 22™. Councilor D
Sickles suggested 9 am with coffee and donuts.
Council President Houghtaling stated the goal
setting was set for Saturday, March 22 at 9 am.

Mr. Teal reported that the Spring Clean Up would
be Saturday, May 31 at 8 am.




Adjourn There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:19 p.m.

Read and approved this 7 day of A‘DY“ ’ 2025.
Mavyor: %&/
ATTEST:
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