FALLS CITY CITY COUNCIL

MONDAY, JUNE 2, 2025

Mayor Bailey called the Falls City City Council into regular session on Monday, June 2, 2025 at 6:02
p.m. in the Community Center located at 320 N. Main Street.

]

Council Members Present:

Council President Amy Houghtaling, Councilor Nick Backus, Councilor Tony Meier, Councilor Dennis
Sickles, and Councilor Lori Jean Sickles. Councilor Tia Scruton was excused.

Staff Present:

City Manager Al Foscoli and City Recorder Jeremy Teal

 AGENDA

ACTION

Announcements, Appointments, Appreciations
& Proclamations

Mayor Bailey thanked the many volunteers on
clean up day including David Drake, Charlie
Drake, Jim Miner, Levi Miner, Kelsey, lohn
Gilbert, Joe Schmuker, Guy Mack, Matt
Creekmore, Virginia Creekmore, Delila Bailey,
Larry Inman. He noted Falls City was a town of
volunteers and the city would only be successful
with the people in the community.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey read from his City Wide Clean Up
Notes report which is incorporated herein.

Councilor D Sickles mentioned he had a number
of items in his trailer that were rejected. He
noted Republic Services was respectful and clear
on what they would take.

Mayor Bailey opened the public comments at
6:12 p.m.

Jim Miner asked about the sewer ponds. Mr.
Foscoli stated the target date was mid-July.
Mayor Bailey noted the ponds would be drained.
Council President Houghtaling noted the ponds
would be filled with effluent once drained.

Mr. Miner asked about the football field. Mr.
Foscoli noted the field would be
decommissioned, but the pipes would stay.

Tracy Young asked how the ponds would work.
Mr. Foscoli stated the first pond would be filled,
then the second pond with chlorination and then
dechlorinated before being put into the river.

Ms. Young asked about fines for burning. Mr,
Foscoli noted the fines would be outlined in a
Resolution.




David Drake thanked all the volunteers and
Republic Services for the clean-up day. He noted
they took a lot of crap out of town.

Tina Thompson stated she appreciated Republic
services for all they do in the community. She
noted that anything gone is great,

Ms. Thompson asked if the plunge was going to
be before effluent or after. Mr. Foscoli noted
that it would be before and he wanted to create
a fundraiser for the event, but feared it was too
late,

Ms. Thompson asked about the RV parked at
church on north Main Street. Mr. Foscoli stated it
wouldn’t be there tomorrow, and the owner was
working with the resource center.

Charlie Drake thanked everyone for the help at
clean-up day.

Joe Schmuker noted he was concerned about the
speeding on South Main. He mentioned the
Deputy had been doing good, but the road
narrowed, and a lower speed would be helpfui.
He stated the speed signs were at the east end
and one by the trailer park. He noted a 20-mph
street would be great. Mayor Bailey stated he
was in full support of lowering the speed limit.
Tina Thompson noted there was a pothole where
the street narrowed and could be an issue. Tracy
Young suggested the flashing speed signs.

Don Schecker noted he admired the low-speed
limits in Falls City. He stated he supported a city
wide 20 mph.

Mavyor Bailey closed the public comments at
6:31 p.m.

Consent Agenda
a} May 5, 2025 Minutes

It was moved by Councilor Backus to approve the
Consent Agenda as presented. The motion was
duly seconded by Councilor Meier and CARRIED
with a vote of 5-0 with Councilors Backus, Meier,
D Sickles, U Sickles and Council President
Houghtaling voting YES.

Reports or Comments from Mayor and Council
Members




a} Mayor's Report

b} Councilor Comments

Mayor Bailey reported he attended the Mayor's
breakfast and US Congresswoman Andrea Salinas
stated severe cuts were happening on the
federal level which could be catastrophic for Falls
City if a fire event happened. He stated that Chief
Gilbert, Manager Foscoli and himself would
finalize the safety plan and share that with the
entire community. He suggested town hall
meetings, coffee with the mayor, Facebook and
every way we can to get it gut to the residents.
He reported that 800,000 people were losing
health care benefits, SNAP benefits, mental
health care, head start programs, and job corps
opportunities. He urged people to access the
resource center preemptively before benefits
were gone. He stated the camper on Church
Street and North Main Street would be handled.
He mentioned the Veteran’s BBQ in November.
He also noted that Coffee with the Mayor would
be Saturday June 7 at 7 am in the community
center,

It was moved by Councilor Meier to direct the
City Manager to tag the RV on North Main at the
Church. The motion died due to no second.

Mr. Foscoli noted the RV would be taken care of
tomorrow.

Council President Houghtaling noted the trailer
on Church Street needed to be tagged.

Councilor Meier noted a lot could happen over a
weekend with the office being closed from friday
to Monday. Mr. Foscoli noted that was a valid
point, but the code enforcement was only part
time and certain times things wouldn’t be able to
be tagged.

Mr. Schecker asked with a part-time code officer
could the authority be given to someone on the

Council to tag vehicles. Councilor D Sickles noted
that to be code enforcement takes quite a bit of
study and the understanding of laws.

Mayor Bailey noted the code officer had backup
by the Sheriff Office’s deputies.




¢} Historic Landmark Report

Councilor Meier asked if the Deputy could have
tagged it. Mr. Foscoli noted that Deputy
Silverman could have tagged it. He stated that he
had spoken with the owner of the RV who was
fairly cooperative and had made arrangements
with the resource center to be placed
somewhere and assigned a person to deal with
him.

Mayor Bailey noted that anyone could call the
Deputy and report it.

Councilor Backus noted the Councilors were
volunteers and were not paid for anything.

Council President Houghtaling thanked everyone
for the Happy Dance.

Councilor D Sickles stated the budget was
completed last Wednesday and he thanked the
citizen volunteers and councilors for negotiating
a balanced budget for Council.

Council President Houghtaling reported the
project was almost done. She noted the viewing
of the videos would be on Friday, June 20.

Reports from City Manager & Staff

a) Falls City Fire Report

b) City Manager's Report

There were no comments

Mr. Foscoli reported on the wastewater
treatment plant, code enforcement, upper park
trees, 25-26 Budget, Resource center, trash
burning ban, and Town Hall meeting.

Council President Houghtaling asked about the
Council budget meeting. Mr. Foscoli noted that
he had reached out to ODOT to see if the
rescoping of the project was a possibility to use
the $111,000 to complete the intersection. He
noted the next meeting would probably be a
budget/council meeting to complete the budget.
Council President Houghtaling asked if the notice
would cover the 10-day notice period. Mr.
Foscoli stated he would notice the meetings as
soon as possible to cover the notice period.




Councilor D Sickles asked if the upper park trees
were in imminent danger. Mr. Foscoli noted the
Forestry department hadn’t communicated well.

Ordinances
Ord 571-2025 - Trash Burning

Ord 572-2025 - Garbage

Mr. Foscoli reported that Falls City currently had
no trash burning ordinance in place. He noted
that due to the neighbor compiaints Chief Gilbert
and Mr. Teal worked with other municipalities
and came up with a good ordinance.

Councilor D Sickles asked if the City already had a
burning ordinance in place. Mr. Foscoli stated
there was an ordinance regulating the burning of
yard debris, but not one specific about trash.

Councilor D Sickles asked why there were no
fines or penalties in the ordinance. Mr. Foscoli
stated the fines would come in a resolution.

Mayor Bailey declared Ordinance 571-2025 to
have passed its first reading.

Mr. Foscoli noted this was an amendment to last
year’'s ordinance, adding more specificity to the
ordinance in conjuncture with air quality for the
city.

Mayor Bailey declared Ordinance 572-2025 to
have passed its first reading.

Good of the Order

Mr. Foscoli reiterated that Falls City was a city of
volunteers and he sincerely appreciated that.

Mayor Bailey suggested having a huge screen for
movie nights at the Resource Center. He noted
the freshly moved football field looked amazing,

Adjourn

There being no further business, the Council
meeting was adjourned at 7:09 p.m. and entered
into an Executive Session,

Executive Session

ORS 192.600.2.a: The governing body of a public
body may hold an executive session to consider
the employment of a public officer, employee,
staff member or individual agent.

It was moved by Council President Houghtling to
open the Executive Session. The motion was duly
seconded by Council LJ Sickles. The motion
carried with a 5-0 vote with Councilor Backus,
Meier, D Sickles, LJ Sickles and Council President
Houghtaling voting YES.




Mayor Bailey opened the executive session at
7:14 pm

Mayor Bailey closed the executive session at 7:37
pm

Adjourn Council returned to regular meeting and with
there being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:37 p.m.

Read and approved this 7 day of \3 ¢J (/VL 2025.

Mavyor: /%‘V

ATTEST:

City Recorder: /?/
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