FALLS CITY CITY COUNCIL

MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2025

Mayor Bailey called the Falls City City Council into regular session on Monday, January 6, 2025 at 6:00
p.m. in the Community Center located at 320 N. Main Street.

Council Members Present:

Councilor Amy Houghtaling, Councilor Nick Backus, Councilor Tony Meier, Councilor Tia Scruton,
Councilor Dennis Sickles and Councilor Lori Jean Sickles.

Staff Present:

City Manager AJ Foscoli and City Recorder Jeremy Teal

AGENDA

ACTION

Swearing In

Mr. Teal swore in Mayor Tl Bailey to serve
another 2-year term as Mayor and Councilors
Houghtaling, Scruton, and D Sickles to serve a 4
year term.

Councilor D Sickles naminated Councilor Amy
Houghtaling as Council President. The motion
was duly seconded by Councilor LJ Sickles and
CARRIED with a vote of 5-0 with Councilors
Backus, Meier, Scruton, D Sickles, LJ Sickles
voting YES with Council President Houghtaling
abstaining.

Announcements, Appointments, Appreciations
& Proclamations

Mayor Bailey thanked Martha Jirovec for her
years of service to the citizens of Falls City.

Council President Houghtaling welcomed
Councilor Scruton to the Falls City Council.

Public Comment

Mayor Bailey opened the public comments at
6:05 p.m.

Tina Thampson asked that Council not allow a
cell tower within city limits. She noted that
people were dumping garbage cans of plastic at
the Ellis property by the road. She suggested a
60-day letter sent to them to clean up the
property. She mentioned the sewer rates were
fine in small increments, but social security went
up 2.3% but sewer was going up 25.6%. She
noted garbage went up, power went up, and now
sewer going up was hard for fixed income
residents.

Tracy Young stated the motorhome in town was
a problem and the ordinance has nothing in it to
stop them. She stated that Mayor Bailey needed




to get into the trailer park and figure out the
conditional use permit.

Jim Miner noted the ordinance allowed parking,
but the streets weren’t wide enough to allow a
motorhome. He mentioned the ordinance
wouldn’t change anything and they were only
concerned with his next fix, not housing, not a
job.

David Drake asked if the property Boyd lost was
taken because of the County and state project
then why was the city giving back what the
county took. Mr. Foscoli noted that the city could
fix the problem with an easement.

Kerry Harris asked if gravel could be laid on Clark
and Forest View. She noted it was a huge
problem with only mud and no gravel. Mr.
Foscoli noted the grader was currently getting
fixed and that gravel would be delivered this
week.

Ms. Harris reported the stop sign on Lewis and
Clark was set too far back from the corner that
nobody stops. She asked if there was a way the
stop sign could be moved for clearer visibility.
Mr. Foscoli asked for her contact information.

Ms. Harris asked why the City Manager called
everyone out of Facebook and didn’t let the
public comment. Mr. Foscoli advised that
Facebook wasn’t the best way to fix problems.
He noted he would rather people come to city
hall and talk about it.

Ms. Harris asked how to address County issues.
Mayor Bailey advised to email the commissioners
and include City Manager Foscoli and Mayor
Bailey in the email so they could help. Councilor
Backus suggested showing up at the county
meetings.

Mayor Bailey closed the public comments at 6:25
p.m.




Public Hearing
A) Lamprecht Easement

Staff Report
Applicant

Councilor Comments

Public Comments

Rebuttal

Mayor Bailey opened the public hearing at 6:27
p.m.

Mr. Foscoli had no report.

Mr, Lamprecht had no report.

There were no comments.

Jim Miner stated he was in favor of the easement
and was comfortable with the terms. He noted it
was a good alternative to more trucks and
loaders on Mitchell Street.

Ms. Harris asked if there was any benefit to the
City. Mr. Lamprecht noted there would be no
need to cut in a road. Council President
Houghtaling noted it was good to work with a
small business owner to come to a solution for
everyone,

There was no rebuttal.

Mayor Bailey closed the public hearing at 6:30
p.m.

It was moved by Councilor D Sickles to approve
the easement agreement granting Mr. Lamprecht
access to city property. The motion was duly
seconded by Councilor Amy and CARRIED with a
vote of 6-0 with Councilors Backus, Meier,
Scruton, D Sickles, LJ Sickles and Council
President Houghtaling voting YES.

Consent Agenda
a) December 2, 2024 Minutes
b) Election Results

It was moved by Council President Houghtaling
to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
The motion was duly seconded by Councilor
Backus and CARRIED with a vote of 6-0 with
Councilors Backus, Meier, Scruton, D Sickles, U
Sickles and Council President Houghtaling voting
YES.

Reports or Comments from Mayor and Council
Members
a) Mayor's Report

Mayor Bailey noted 2024 was an exciting year for
Falls City. He stated the first annual veterans BBQ
went well and would be an annual event and
there was a sponsor for the event. He noted
PRIDE was honored by Travel Salem for the event
of the year, the Resource Center opened, and the
Wastewater project was on track. He mentioned




b) Councilor Comments

Toys for Tots with the Fire Department was
always successful. He advised that Coffee with
the Mayor would be once a month on the last
Saturday of the month from 8-9 am in
community center.

There were no comments.

Reports frem City Manager & Staff

a) Polk County Sheriff Report
b) Fire Report

c) Public Works Report

d} Code Report

e) City Manager’s Report

There were no comments.

There were no comments.

There were no comments.

There were no comments.

Mr. Foscoli reported on the wastewater
treatment plant, Community Resource Center,
code enforcement, oversized vehicle parking, the
final ARPA expenditures, and the upper park
trees,

Resolutions
a) Res01-2025: Sewer Rate Increase

Public Hearing

Public Comments

Mr. Foscoli reported this was the fifth time sewer
had been increased based on the cost of the new
wastewater plant. He noted the city Increased
the sewer rate $5 annually over that past 4 years
and that Falls City was still lower than most cities
its size. He advised the funding for the project
was about 75% with grants,

Mayor Bailey opened the public hearing at 6:45
p.m.

Tina Thomspon noted she used to do rate studies
and that the increases needed to keep in line
with social security increases and that just
because you can go for a grant doesn’t mean you
should. Mayor Bailey stated that without the
grants we wouldn’t have the new facility. Council
President Houghtaling noted the citizens would
be the paying the 75% more without all the
grants. Ms. Thompson stated that everything was
pricing the elderly out of their homes. Mayor
Bailey noted that the City wouldn’t increase if it
didn’t have to. He stated this was the last
increase.

Councilor Backus asked why the City moved
forward with the project knowing it would
increase the fees. Mayor Bailey stated the City
had to build a new plant because the old one was




failing. Councilor Backus asked if the state or
federal agencies were coming after us. Councilor
D Sickles advised that the state and federal
agencies would build a new plant and then put
liens on all properties in town. He noted that
DEQ wouldn’t allow a failing system.

Mr. Foscoli advised that Polk County gave Falls
City money to conduct a study to hook up the
entire town and they would entail expanding the
lagoons and then lay the pipe to connect
everyone on the south part of town would be 27
million dollars. Council President Houghtaling
noted that would be a new round of grants to
complete. Ms. Thompson noted that the south
side of town would be responsible to pay for that
project.

Boyd Lamprecht asked why the City built such a
big plant. Mr. Foscoli noted that DEQ signed off
on the plans and the CDBG stipulation was to
only build to replace what the City had.

Mayor Bailey closed the public hearing at 6:59
p.m.

Council President Houghtaling advised that all
increases were burdens and the Council
recognized that it was hard for everyone with
increases.

Councilor D Sickles stated it was a pretty long
progress over many years to come to the amount
to charge. He noted the sewer fund was an
enterprise fund mandated by law to take care of
itself.

It was moved by Councilor Li Sickles to approve
Resolution 01-2025 adopting new sewer rates.
The motion was duly seconded by Councilor
Meier and CARRIED with a vote of 6-0 with
Councilors Backus, Meier, Scruton, D Sickles, L
Sickles and Council President Houghtaling voting
YES.

Ordinances
b) Ord568-2024: 4 Way Stop

Mr. Foscoli outlined the 4-way stop at South
Main, Bridge and Parry. He noted that for safety
reasons the Public Works committee would




c)

Ord 569-2025: Oversized Vehicle Parking

revisit the ordinance in a year and see if the
safety had increased.

Councilor Backus stated the 4-way stop didn’t
meet the State criteria and asked how the City
justified putting it in. Council President
Houghtaling stated there was a transportation
study done and it allowed stop signs. Mr. Foscoli
noted the streets were owned by the City and
even though the 4-way stop didn’t meet the
State criteria the Council could approve the 4-
way stop to help prevent any potential accidents.

Council President Houghtaling stated she wanted
the State criteria in the ordinance 50 the Council
could review it. She noted there have been
complaints and accidents at that intersection.

Councilor Backus stated he was concerned about
log trucks and didn’t want any backlash on the
City.

Councilor Meier stated the have been a number
of complaints about a fence that was illegal that
caused issues. She stated the City needed the
stop signs.

Councilor Backus stated he was concerned about
legal issues. Mayor Bailey stated it was better to
be proactive then have a tragic accident.

Council President Houghtaling suggested
contacting the logging companies and informing
them of the new 4-way stop. Deputy Silverman
stated he could reach out to many of the logging
companies and let them know.

It was moved by Council President Houghtaling
to approve Qrdinance 568-2025. The motion was
duly seconded by Councilor U Sickles and
CARRIED with a vote of 6-0 with Councilors
Backus, Meier, Scruton, D Sickles, L) Sickles and
Council President Houghtaling voting YES.

Mr. Foscoli stated he mentioned the ordinance in
his manager’s report and this wouldn’t allow any
vehicle over 23 ft long or 7 ft wide to park on any
city street.




Mayor Bailey declared Ordinance 569-2024 to
have passed its first reading.

Good of the Order

Mr. Foscoli thanked everyone that made
comments and appreciated the citizens coming
to council and voicing their concerns, He noted
he would like some more interest in the town
hall meeting before he sets a date, so please
email him.

Councilor D Sickles stated he had worked in city
government for a long time and appreciated
everyone that voted and their participation.

Mavor Bailey invited everyone to the Boondocks
at 6 pm on Thursday, January 9 for dinner with
the seniors and the handing off the van,

Ms. Thompson asked about the electric car and
using it for appointments. Mayor Bailey noted
the insurance was an issue, but the van would
hold more people and a volunteer would be
needed to drive so the city can cover them with
insurance

Mayor Bailey thanked the public for coming to
counci! meetings and advised that he was on the
front line with the RV, almost nightly with phone
calls. He noted the ordinance was a good step
forward. He mentioned the Coffee with the
Mayor would be a good way to eliminate the
faise information and to build trust and handle
concerns in a civil manner.

Councilor Backus asked people to read the city
charter regarding the mayor’s duties. He noted
the mayor doesn’t have to do any of the stuff he
does, he goes above and beyond.

Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
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